It’s Raining Frogs and Fish!

When Elsa’s father came home and announced that they were moving to Yarmouth, Great Britain Elsa was devastated.  One of Elsa’s biggest fears about moving to England was the language difference.  She had taken some English classes and could speak a little bit here and there but not enough to be able to navigate all the subjects in an English school.

After the first month of school Elsa stopped asking a lot of questions about the expressions and funny words people used because she found that the students often snickered and giggled when she misinterpreted their meanings.  She stopped asking the teacher a lot of questions as well because, even though she had made a couple good friends, she was leery of being the center of attention in the classroom.  

One day her teacher began to read a novel to the class, it was a story about a boy who had recently moved to England and in the first few chapters he complained because it was always raining cats and dogs.  Elsa thought about this… how can it rain cats and dogs?  No one else in the class seemed remotely disturbed by this statement but yet it kept coming back to Elsa in the back of her mind.  It must be one of those funny expressions because I have never seen a cat or dog fall from the sky.  She was still thinking about this as she zipped up her rain jacket.  It was windy and rainy outside and Elsa was watching from the window for her father to pick her up when all of a sudden, SPALT! Against the window, as if it had fallen from the sky, a frog hit the glass and slid down.  Elsa was shocked and thought someone had threw it at the window but when she peered out to see who, she saw more frogs and fish landing on the ground in the school yard.  She stepped out in amazement and looked up at the sky to see that it was raining frogs and fish.
Discrepant Narrative:  It’s Raining Frogs and Fish
Materials Needed:

· Narrative

· Good, loud reading voice

Safety Considerations:

There are no safety concerns 

Curriculum Connection:

This narrative fits into the grade 5 science curriculum under the cluster of weather with the following specific outcomes:

5-4-04 Recognize that warm and cold air masses are important components of weather, and describe what happens when these air masses meet along a front.  GLO D5, E2 

5-4-08 Describe the key features of a variety of weather phenomena. GLO: D5, E1, E2
Commentary:
What do you think happened?

Have you ever heard of it raining anything but rain?

Can you think of any major weather systems that may contribute to what falls from the sky?

Explanation:
A small tornado forms over water, which is called a waterspout, when warm wet air collides with cool dry air and they twist to form a tornado cloud.  The rising of the air in the twister creates low pressure near the ground which air rushes in to fill.  If you are over a body of water, the water rushes in to fill the vortex taking with it the lighter objects in the water such as fish and frogs.  When the storm hits the land it slows down and the pressure drops so the clouds eventually release the water, and sea creatures they are carrying.  
Concluding Questions:

1. What conditions are needed for a waterspout to form?

2. How do the frogs and fish get into the waterspout?

3. Demonstrate pictorially how a cow could be moved by a tornado.

4. What are the similarities and differences between tornados and waterspouts?

5. Do you think that it could rain cats and dogs?  Explain?
6. Do you think this could happen in Winnipeg?  Why?
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